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A Confeafrton Mid a Prayer. 

Thou lead'st me in a narrow path 

But I, perverse of heart. 
Wander awn.) 1 , for days alone. 

Until Thou send'rt a dart 
Of woe through my whole being, then, 
Conquered, I come to Thee again. 

From worldly pleasures shield me, 
Lord, » 

Oh, keep melrom their claims; 
Help me the stream of life to ford. 

Despising earthly gains. 
While I have Thee within my heart 
I cannot from the path depart. 

—Hugh Cochrane . 


Topics for Consideration. 

We have often beeu asked 
what we think of the project ot 
a delegate conference this tall. I 
can see no danger in a delegate 
conference as long as it in law- 
fully made so, and the delegates 
properly instructed by the 
churches sending them. That ie, 
the churches sending delegates 
should furnish them credentials 
to show tbat they are not aelf- 
eent. The programme is now 
oat and all can see about what is 
to come betoro the conference 
for consideration, and can in- 
struct tbeir delegates according- 
ly. 

As regards the election of a 
State evangelist, I should think 
each congregatiou should make 
choice ot such evangelist and 
should send their choice by their 
delegate or delegates. This I 
think would be right as the 
churches are expected to sup- 
port the evangelist mainly. 

As to the number ot delegates 
that each congregation should 
send, I should think that each 
church should be entitled to one 
delegate for every titty members 
or any fractional part thereof. 
That ib, if a church has less than 
titty members it should have one 
delegate just the same as if it had 
full fifty ; if it u»b over fifty, but 
only one hundred or less, two 
delegates ; if over one hundred, 
three, and so on, It should be 
further understood that if a con- 
gregation has various preaching 
points, and there are members 
living at such points but aro not 
separately organized, that they 
should be included in the congre- 
gation where they belong, and 
should be represented as one 
church so that everything will 
be represented in its true light. 

A man said to me the other 
day that he thought Indiana 
must he a hard place as there are 
•o many Brethren preaohers com- 
ing here. Well, I don't know 
that Indiana is just such a hard 
plane but there are many uncon- 
verted people here yet, and there 
are many places in the state 
where the Brethren have not 
preached at all, and preachers 
can find a good field here for la- 
bor, provided they are sound in 
the (aith and can produce certifi- 
cates of good moral and religious 
standing, but if they come here, 
especially into the churches tbat 
are in peace and union, with 
questionable character, I know 
of many brethren who would 
thank them to stay away. Our 
brethren have worked hard to 
build up the cause here, and with 
all their work and care they have 
■received several reproachful 
alams. I believe it ia safe to eay 
tbat all our Indiana brethren 


have and will hail with joy all 
ministers and other members 
who have and will come among 
us, who will conduct themselves 
properly. Of course we do not 
own the state nor the people that 
live in it, but unless brethren, es- 
pecially ministers, can oonduct 
themselves as Christians should 
when they come here, we would 
recommend Utah as a dumping 
ground. I have fully concluded 
that when members of the church 
are disposed to make and keep 
up trouble in the church by long- 
touguedness and will not obey 
the directions of the Saviour in 
case of personal trespass but will 
run about and tell it to others, 
and try to rake up something 
against tlir tresspassing party to 
bring them before the church 
that the offended party should be 
considered the greater tresspass- 
er, and if such parties will not 
readily make satisfaction with 
each other but will continually 
keep the church in fear and bus 
pense the church should with- 
draw fellowship Irom both par- 
ties until tbey become reconciled 
to each other and make satisfac- 
tion to the church. How often 
little personal matters could be 
settled if brethren would pay a 
little regard to the directions of 
the Lord on snoh things, but gen- 
erally if one person hears that 
another has said something about 
them, instead ot going to them 
as the gospel directs, they mn-i 
run over the country or through 
the village making their business 
known and what they are going 
to do, and that such person has 
talked about 'me' and he must 
leave the church or I will, and 
thus trot about stirring up mud 
until the ofteuding party hears ot 
it and gets aggravated to such *a 
degree that he would not make 
satisfaction if the offended party 
were to come to him, but too re 
solves that this thing must now 
come before the church, and sets 
to work to find all bad things 
against the other party as an off- 
set against his own wrongs, and 
having stirred up such a carni- 
val ot mod, now they want to 
spat it ovjr the church, each be- 
ing resolved, and having said, 'if 
I can't get justice, (tbat is if I 
can't beat) I will leave the 
church.' The church should 
throw such things out and with 
draw fellowship from both par- 
ties for ungodly conduct by a di- 
rect violation of God's word. 

The Lord never intended Ilia 
church to be a battle-field to set 
tie personal matters, and if par- 
ties can't live in peace and will 
not heed the word of the Lord 
they should get out of the way 
or be gotten out of the way until 
they can learn to regard the 
Lord's work. The Lord says, 'it 
thy brother trespass against tlieo 
go tell him his fault between 
thee and him atone.' See Matt. 
18 1 15-17. He does not author- 
ize anvbody to tell such things 
around and get np a general up. 
roar, then try to force it into the 
church under the claim of a pub- 
lic offence. Such long tongued- 
ness ought to be considered as 
disorderly conduct and treated 
according to 2 These. S: 6. 

J. H. SWIBART. 


Work In Iowa mid South Dakota. 
Aurelia.— The Brethren church 
at this place was organized Sept 
6, 1883, at the time of my drst 
visit to this place, with thirteen 
members. It now hat a mem- 
bership ot about thirty. This 
church has a line edifice, one 
that is an honor to tfce chnrch 
and the vicinity in which it is 
located. Eld. Ed., llildebrand 
had the honor of preaching the 
dedicatory discourse, May 25. 
We held communion) services, 
twenty-nine participated. We 
had an enjoyable feast, June 5, 
a business meeting was held. At 
thtB meeting Eld. Grove was re- 
tained for six months longer, by 
given him a salary of twenty-live 
dollars' per month, Bro. Grove 
in an exemplary man in his Chris- 
tian life and deportment. We 
pray God that ho may be a power 
in the cause of the blessed Christ, 
tor doing great good. Praise 
the Lord ye blessed ol tbe Father. 
Bro. Stephen McClain, living 
in the same church, Bible in 
baud, reminds me of Stephen ot 
old, a man foil ot faith and of tho 
Holy Ghost, The day is not far 
distant when he too will nio.ke a 
worthy pastor tor tho Brethren 
church. Then tbere is Bro. Do- 
Vore, Bro. Parker and all tbe 
members of that little zion full 
oF faith and. good works. The 
cause of Christ can not help, but 
triumph through tbe efforts that 
are put forth by this little zion. 
Cur esteemed elder, Bam u el 
Stump of Nebraska, who has 
crossed to the other shore, at one 
time said in a sermon, -I love 
Methodist tire, and Baptist water.' 
Bro. E. L. DeVore is superinten- 
dent ot tbe Sunday school, also 
in charge of the prayer meeting. 
This church is alive to every 
good work. 

Alpena, Da.— I arrived at this 
city on the evening of June 12, 
Dr. D. F. Koyer met me and in 
a tew moments was comfortably 
seated in bis pleasant home. 
Alter an introduction to sister 
Buyer and family and sister Stella 
May Fensti maker, I enjoyed a 
pleasant night. Next evening at 
8} p. m„ meeting commenced in 
the Odd Fellows' Ball. Brother 
Royer was wide a wake and 
knew just what we needed for a 
successful meeting. Therefore 
he had secured sn organ and an 
organist and choir, with Profes- 
sor Eshelroan at tbe helm. Eld. 
Miller, who lives within J milo 
ol Alpena, rendered as valuable 
assistance in prayer and would 
have assisted us all through the 
meeting, but his brethren were 
displeased about it. Bro. Mil- 
ler's great Christian heart is till- 
ed with the love ot God ; be can 
not help but praise God every- 
where. You can hear him if he 
is in tbe congregation uttering a 
hearty amen. God bless Bro. 
Miller and bis noble Christian 
wife. Our meeting was well at- 
tended throughout OnTuesday 
25, aa stated by Sister Minnie 
Brenaman, five were baptized in 
the James River. Two oi the 
above number were members of 
the Disciple church and three of 
tbe M. E, church. Bro. Fensti- 
maker had been a class leader. 
On the 27, at 2 p. m„ we met in 


the Hall and organized a Breth- 
ren church. 

Alpena, South Dakota, 1889.— 
We, the undersigned, members 
of tbe Brethren chnrch do hereby 
organize ourselves into a church 
organization, to be known aa the 
Brethren Church at Alpena, 
South Dakota. We recognize 
the New Testament as the only 
safe guide to follow, and we un- 
animously agree that this church 
organization shall be governed 
by it and it only. Trusting the 
Brethren chnrch generally will 
recognize in as a church organ 
ization; and so your petitioners 
will ever pray. Dr. D. F. Royer, 
Minnie M. Royer, C. D. Royer. 
Anna Rover, John Brenaman, 
Minnie Brenaman, Sadie Miller, 
W. J. Winter, Martha Winter, 
Stella Fenstimaker, B. J. Kact- 
man, Elizabeth Eastman, Lewis 
Fenstimaker, Francis K FeiiBti- 
maker. Grant McLean, Miunio 
May bach, E. Bowene. 

Offices ot I lie church — W,J. 
Winter, Lewis Fenstimaker, 
Deacons ; R. J. Eastman, Treas- 
urer ; G. McLean, Secretary ; Dr. 
D. F. Koyer, class leader. I have 
given the names of tbe brethren 
and sisters who compose tbe 
church at Alpena, because it is 
the first Brethren church ibut lias 
been organized in South Dakota; 
and a second reason is they wish 
to employ a minister and per 
haps some one seeing tbe above, 
and desiring a pastorate charge 
will correspond with their secre- 
tary. Bro. Ed. liildebraud did 
a glorious work for the blessed 
Master at Ibis place last Jail. 
We pray God that this zion may 
be perse voringly strong in Christ, 
grow in grace, go from strength 
to siren.' th, from conquering to 
conquer, till the alarm of war be 
exchanged tor the shout of 
victory and triumph. Jesus is 
tbe captain of our salvation ; he 
is the conqueror, the spoiler of 
hell, satan and death invincibility 
is engraven on his shield and 
immortality on bis banner. Bless 
the Lord, O ray soul. God be 
with us till we meet again. 

Pleasant Grove, June 28. — I 
left Alpena, 10 :20 a. m., arrived 
at Kimball 8 : 30 p. m. Met by 
Bro. C. Miller from" Pleasant 
Grove and Bro. C. Royer and bie 
brother Ben., who came through 
from Alpena in a buggy. We 
went homo with Bro. Miller, a 
distance of fifteen miles south of 
Kimball. I held five meetings in 
Bro. Miller's school-bouse. On 
the 4th of July I went with him 
to Kimball. In tbe evening 
went home with Bro. Walter 
Cook, a distance of eighteen 
milea south-west of Kimball. 
Preached two discourses in the 
Bijon Hills school house. Ac- 
cording to previoua arrangements 
I returned to Br.i. Cornelius Mil- 
ler's, Monday the 8th, near 0* 
p, m., the organization ol the 
Pleasant Grove church took 
place, and also commuuiou ser- 
vices. At this meeting Bro. E. 
U. Ames and wife united with 
us in church fellowship by rela 
tion. . 

On Tuesday morning I came 
with Bro. Eli Dietz, wife and 
family by private conveyance to 
their pleasant home, a distance 
of thirty miles, preached two 
discourses in a school -house uear 


Bro. Deitz's. At this place are 
six members ot the Brethren 
church. Bro. Deitz and wife, 
Samuel Koahrer, wife and two 
sons. On the 12, Bro. Dielz took 
me to Armour Station. This 
town is within three miles of tbe 
Indian Reservation. I left here 
at 10:50 a. ra., arrived at Sioux 
City 7.30 p.m., too late tor a 
train going east. At : 10, 
boarded a l rain on tbe Illinois 
Ceutral R. K. ; arrived at Marcus 
11 a. m. Met by Bro. D. Leh- 
tmui, went home with him. On 
Stands) morning 1 spoke in a 
school house near. Our esteem- 
ed Elder, Henry Lehman spoke 
again at 8 p. tn„ to a lull bouse. 
I have promised to commence a 
protracted meeting in the city of 
Marcus about the iirst of Sep- 
tember. Arrived home on Tues- 
day ulteruoon. Found all rea- 
sonably well. 

J . N i- iH >L.-> >N. 

Hudson, Iowa. 

From Toledo to Fulls City. 

Since our last, we have passed 
through the country from Tole- 
do, Iowa, to Falls City, Neb. 
Stopping at Brooklyn, Iowa, we 
found a little baud ot Brethren 
who arc struggling away, though 
uuder some discouragements, as 
they do not have any minister 
located with them. We formed 
the acquaintance ot Bib Brother 
Bakers, Henry and Daniel. They 
are tine brothers, and 1 would 
not forget tbeir wives who are 
fine sisters. Wo formed tbe ac- 
quaintance of others whose 
name* we Lave forgotten, Bro. 
Baker has given a report of our 
work there irom Brooklyn. 

We went to Now Virginia, 
where we stopped and formed 
man) acquaintances which will 
never be torgotten. Among 
them are the Thomases, Bro. 
Michael and Isaac, who arc the 
ministers at tbat place. We tried 
to preuch to them in the M. E. 
church iu town on Saturday 
night, and Sunday in the fore- 
iii H i n and in tbe afternoon in a 
school house called the Irish 
Grove house. From tbere we 
went to Grand River, where Bro, 
Grosebeck has charge ot a little 
baud, Here wo preached Sun- 
day iu the lorenoou and also in 
the evening, when four publicly 
confessed Christ, and received 
one by relation. We left Bro. 
Grosbeck to do tbe baptizing, 
and continued our course west- 
ward. . I found several pointa 
where I think we could have 
done quite u good work if the 
harvest season had been out of 
the way, I found many warm 
triends upon whom we pray 
God's choicest blessings. We 
are now in Falls City, Neb. ; will 
remain here a short time. 

IL Wise. 

. Convention lor Iowa. 
I move that a Brethren State 

Convention be held iu the Mount 
Zion church, uear Aurelia, la., 
sometime in September, 1889, or 
somewhere else, for tho states of 
Iowa and Dakota, What say ye, 
brethren? Wake up and let us 
mean business, let us hear from 
yon immediately. 

Joiin Nicholson. 
Hudson, Iowa, July 23, 1889. 


